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1. EEJ‘I‘QE Necessity of Scripture
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AIthough the light o nature and the works of ¢i@a and providence
manifest the goodness, wisdom, and power of Godutdh an extent
that men are without excuse (a), yet they are uafficeent to give that
knowledge of God and of his will which is necesstmysalvation (b).
Therefore it pleased the Lord, at various times iandiverse ways, to
reveal himself and to declare his will to his chu(c): and afterward —
for the better preserving and propagating of toéhtrand for the more
sure establishment and comfort of the church ag#escorruption of
the flesh and the malice of Satan and of the werlgb commit this
revelation wholly to writing (d). Therefore Holy §uoture is most
necessary (e), God’s former ways of revealing hiis @ his people
having ceased (f).

2. @%‘Ii Authority of Scripture
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asis of Scripture’s Authonty od Is Author
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The authority of the Holy Scripture, because of alhit ought to
be believed and obeyed, does not depend upon stiemoay of
any man or church, but entirely upon God, its aufladno is truth
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itself); therefore it is to be received, becaudgs the Word of God
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Basis for Believing in Infallibility of Scripture:God’'s Witness to

Scripture; Attributes of Scripture
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We may be moved and induced by the testimony otlhech to a
high and reverent esteem for the Holy Scripture Tkle heavenly
character of its content, the efficacy of its dimely the majesty of
its style, the agreement of all its parts, the scop the whole
(which is to give all glory to God), the full disdure it makes of
the only way of man’s salvation, its many otheroimparable
excellencies, and its entire perfection, are arguséy which it
gives abundant evidence that it is the Word of Gdelertheless,
our full persuasion and assurance of its infallitoieh and divine
authority is from the inward work of the Holy Spifbearing
witness by and with the Word in our hearts (l).
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Scripture Final Authority For Religious Controvers
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The supreme judge by whom all controversies ofi@ti are to be
settled and all decrees of councils, opinions dafient writers,
doctrines of men, and claims to private revelati@amse to be
examined, can be only the Holy Spirit speakingha Scripture.
With his decision we are to be satisfied (z).

3. &M% Perspicuity of Scripture
(ALY O IFelE o R (HAS) [T h ik o The Clarity
(Perspicuity) of Scripture and Ordinary Means twlerstand Scripture
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Not all things in Scripture are equally plain irethselves or equally
clear to all (p); yet those things which are neagsdo be known,
believed, and observed for salvation are so clestd{ed and explained
in one place or another in Scripture, that not dhly educated but also
the uneducated may gain a sufficient understanairtgem by a proper
use of the ordinary means (q).
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The Sufficiency of Scripture, Necessity for Spgitllumination, and Matters
Concerning Church Government, etc.:

1:6. '—FJ ﬁFJpJF o= [—TJF—IHFIJ EOWE NPV m IR ﬂ:lirl:jf[
fRpy— IRV E s () fVF‘F FE qfﬁ& fl&fq_ﬁ [ H r€' RSy
F@ﬁﬁ?’ fE CFpRE) s o Al flui[' fit Eiﬁﬂﬁm i 9
QFF” i rt}[%ﬂjﬁ?ﬁ@fﬂ I [&F A9SE ﬁm fi- 'Jl:[il’{ (=
A ) P jf; (M) T3~y [F'EJF‘F?J - (1) fiﬁjliﬁﬁﬁ"iiﬂf'ﬂi]?l Eﬁf‘}

[l 7\ lIEraliEa) <ﬁ%f> ??ﬁ HY Fﬁ = A ARE R Y
§J "-ﬁ“iﬁ&”ﬂ ELPTRUZS PR (n) 5 (2) 78 == gl

*ff ﬁrf’ s RS R SR AR igﬁf‘“& [F'EJ’B?WEF R
RO TEIRY A ﬁLF‘rﬂa{uﬂj% E&Eﬁ (EpRE) - H=HIH (?
FURLZS P~ SR AT FTJ%?T?E =i -f'ﬁ "’WFUWFTJ
g15% (0) °
The whole counsel of God concerning all things ssagy for his own
glory and man’s salvation, faith, and life, is eithexpressly stated in
Scripture or by good and necessary inference maydakiced from
Scripture, unto which nothing at any time is to dutled, whether by
new revelations of the Spirit or by traditions oém(m). Nevertheless,
we acknowledge that the inward illumination of t8pirit of God is
necessary for the saving understanding of suclyshais are revealed in
the Word (n). We also acknowledge that there amescircumstances
concerning the worship of God and the governmenthef church —
circumstances common to human activities and desiet which are to
be ordered by the light of nature and Christiandpnece, according to
the general rules of the Word, which are alwaysa@bserved (0).
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If Scripture is self-attesting, then it bears thaditional attributes — necessity,
authority, perspicuity, and sufficiency — which Vaih expounds as follows:
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Wa‘ , I%IFEJ ™k il I—F ?SFEEHEM £% 5 (Introduction to Systematic
Theology, 133)- B“F‘<4ﬁf>,£1“ﬁﬁﬁl’[ T‘V‘F7yﬁﬁﬂﬁjwlﬂﬂuiw
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God inspired Scripture as his written Word, becaistil man, if left on his
own, “would be sure to misinterpret” (IST, 133) thaving deeds of God.
Thus, there was the necessity for Scripture, soGloa’s saving message “(1)
might remain through the ages, (2) might reachnahkind, (3) might be
offered to men objectively, and (4) might have thestimony of its
truthfulness within itself.” (IST, 134.)
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gcnpture also has authority, because, of its veature, it must challenge
man’s claim to autonomy. It must convey God’srolad absolute authority —
his lordship over man.
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The perspicuity of Scripture means that there is“mecessity for human
interpreters to intervene between Scripture andsehtm whom Scripture
comes.” (IST, 135.) Teachers of the church may giseiseful assistance in
understanding Scripture, but Roman Catholic theplegnvrong to claim that
“no ordinary member of the Church may interpreti@are for himself
directly.” (IST, 135.) To deny the clarity of Sgture is to deny its authority,
for if @ human teaching authority is necessarytiier proper use of Scripture,
then that human authority becomes the ultimatecaiiyhin the church.
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Thus, no human opinion may be added to Scriptusnaasuthority coordinate
with Scripture. In other words, Scripture has isighcy. The Reformers,
says Van Til, thought of sufficiency “particulariy opposition to all manner
of sectarianism, as they thought of perspicuity chiefly in oppamitito
clericalism, as they thought of necessity in oppositior@abonalism, and as
they thought of authority in opposition tautonomy.”(IST, 136.)

Characteristically, he adds:
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(ISI' , 136.)

All these matters overlap and are involved in ometler, and it is well to see
that they do. The four attributes of Scripture egeally important because, if
we did not have them all, we would have none. Tiwles matter centers
about an absolutely true interpretation that came a world full of false
interpretation. (IST, 136.)
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The four attributes, too, are “perspectives.”
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