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There is a system of doctrine taught in the Bible. We can study the Bible, under the
guidance of the Holy Spirit, To discover and know this system of doctrine. We can, and should
believe, love, obey, proclaim, teach, and defend this system of doctrine.
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Christianity is a specific body of truth; it is a system and we must not be ashamed of the
word system. There is truth and we must hold that truth. There will be borderline things in which
we have differences among ourselves, but on the central issues there must be no compromise.

( Francis Schaeffer, “Form and Freedom in the Church,” in Let the Earth Hear His Voice:
International Congress on World Evangelization, Lausanne, Switzerland , ed. J.D. Douglas;
Minneapolis: World Wide Publications, 1975, pp.361-379 - #Zz#fat LA TAH R © Francis
Schaeffer, 2 Contents, 2 Realities, Downers Grove , lllinois: Inter Varsity Press, 1974, p.8.)
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(Interpretation means ) applying to ourselves the doctrinal and moral instruction of the
Bible, read as an historically structured, selfauthenticating and self-interpreting organism of
revealed truth. (J.l. Packer, Truth and Power , Wheaton, Illinois: Harold Shaw, 1996, reprint,
Inter Varsity Press, p. 91.)
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This is a sad conclusion, for much of the church today is effectively committed to these
more or less mistaken methods, and a great part of the academic theological community lines up
to stop people embracing method 1 as God wrought spiritual instinct would lead them to do, lest
they lapse into some form of obscurantism. (J. I. Packer, Truth and Power, p. 94.)
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We should understand that the critical approach is nowadays an accepted convention of



professional biblical scholarship. Sociologists of knowledge distinguish between theories and
paradigms, defining the latter as the presuppositional frame of reference within which theories
are formed. Whereas biblical infallibility was once a paradigm for Christian scholars in all fields,
biblical fallibility is the accepted paradigm today. (J. I. Packer, Truth and Power , p. 47.)
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For the past hundred years and more among Protestants most books published on the Bible,
most teachers in most seminaries, and most clergy in most churches have told the world that
scientific study of the Scriptures (called “critical” because it consciously evaluates its data )
has made it impossible to believe all that the Bible says. Critical theories about the Bible have
accumulated: for example, the critical theories of authorship, which view some books of both
Testaments as spurious and so as spoofs; critical theories about composition, which see some of
the historical matter in both Testaments as fanciful latter-day invention; and critical claims that
Scripture is chock full of irreconcilable contradictions. The impact of theories has been to
produce an atmosphere in which most ordinary people today seem convinced, on the say-so not
just of unbelievers but of the Protestant academic establishment, that sensible persons must now
treat the trustworthiness of the Bible as an exploded myth. (J. I. Packer, Truth and Power , p.
46.)
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They have in fact been individuals of rare distinction, and the current dominance of their
viewpoint is testimony to the persuasive skill with which they have expounded it. (J. I. Packer,
Truth and Power , p. 47.)
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The infallible rule of interpretation of Scripture is the Scripture itself; and therefore, when
there is a question about the true and full sense of any Scripture (which is not manifold, but one),
it must be searched and known by other places that speak more clearly (2 Pet. 1:20-21; Acts
15:15-16). (Westminster Confession of Faith, 1:9, in The Confession of Faith together with The
Larger Catechism and The Shorter Catechism with the Scripture Proofs , 3rd edition; Atlanta:
Presbyterian Church in America,. 1990, p.8.)
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From the standpoint of modern Bible work (scholarship) and modern theology, they (the
Puritans) did not have the same sense of cultural gaps between our world and ancient near
eastern world/worlds. ... They didn’t have our modern sense, our modern awareness of the
cultural gap. But if there was a Puritan here, he would nod his head at my statement, and he
would say, “But you know, it didn’t matter, and it doesn’t really matter.”

One of the nuttiness-es of modern biblical work is that they tell us -- they tell us ad nauseam
-- that it matters a great deal. Actually I think that the Puritans were right, in saying that it
doesn’t matter very much. If you are capable of empathizing, through the Holy Spirit, with the
godly men of Bible times... if you are capable of understanding the challenges of faith and
obedience that came to them, ... you are understanding the Bible!

The great truths of salvation -- incarnation, atonement, justification, regeneration, Christ’s
return -- ... aren’t affected by cultural differences between the ancient Near Eastern world and
our own! The only things, actually, that the cultural differences do affect, are some of the
minutiae, some of the minor matters of ethics -- whether in our culture we should greet each
other with a holy kiss...; whether in our culture we should ask women to be covered in church...
it is only when you get down to that level, that the differences between one culture and another
begins to matter.
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For the major things ..., the cultural differences between the ancient world and our own don’
t matter. So the Puritans didn’t lose out by not being as aware of those differences as we are. ...
(To be) quite specific: I think that the supposition which has possessed modern New Testament
exegetes and biblical theologians ever since Bultmann, namely, that the ancient worlds were so
different from our own world, that we cannot take at face value, as truth for ourselves, anything
that the Bible documents say -- at least we cannot do it without argument -- | think that suspicion,
or assumption ... has actually made against, and inhibited profound understanding of the
Scriptures. ... It has made people super aware of differences which are only of secondary
importance, and then they major on ... the minors of cultural differences that call for ethical
adjustments in detail.
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And | think we have lost more than we have gained, by taking this assumption so seriously
for the last 50 years. If my New Testament colleagues were here, they would probably challenge
that. But they wouldn’t be challenging it from the position I occupy. | am a theologian. ... And |
look to the biblical scholars from my standpoint as a theologian. I try to assess what they are
doing from my standpoint as a theologian. | want help from them. And I do notice it, if from time
to time they are so possessed by assumptions that are central and decisive in their own
fraternity ... -- that they cannot in fact do the exegesis right, in a way that | can draw from my
theology.

A theologian does take the risk of saying, “Look, only those who have done some
theological homework do actually stand on the hill, from which you can survey the whole scene
of church life and Christian study. Those who are down on the bottom of the hill working in a
particular area, and don’t know enough theology to come up the hill and look at things from the
top of the hill -- they don’t always realize what they are doing; they don’t always realize what
they are missing.”
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Now you may not wish to endorse that opinion. You may say, “That’s just a theologian
magnifying his office. Everybody is going to say that what he does is the most important thing.”
Of course they are. Nevertheless friends, | am going to say it, and invite you to go away and
think about it.

This is not a matter of major importance, although the professional exegetes probably would
one unanimous voice say that it was. And ... I would say, “Chaps, you are missing something!
You are stunting your own understanding by paying attention which you really ought not to be
paying, to a position which is of secondary and minimal importance. You are treating it as if it is
a major matter, and it isn’t.” ... | am not saying that all evangelical theological seminaries see this



the way I have just said it, because they don’t.
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